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							Interactive Music-Making

							
							Interactive Music-Making is a child-centred approach to music-making, which promotes positive relationships and fosters each child’s individual potential.
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Interactive Music-Making (IMM) is our structured training programme for early years practitioners, currently offered only in London. It teaches a child-centred approach to music-making, which promotes positive relationships and fosters each child’s individual potential. IMM uses techniques drawn from music therapy within an approach designed to make music an integral part of children’s early development opportunities. It does this by supporting skills associated with social communication, including attention and listening, non-verbal and verbal communication, turn-taking and sharing. 





Interactive Music-Making is what early years is all about.  What better inclusive environment can you think of?


Dimitrios Kontozisis
Deputy Head-Specialist Leader in Education, Clyde Nursery School and Children’s Centre




IMM is delivered by us and a network of associate organisations. It is primarily aimed at those working with infants under the age of 5 years, including early years’ practitioners across all community sectors, as well as parents and carers, and musicians and music students who wish to apply their skills within a developmental framework. However, no musical background or particular musical skills are required to access the training.




Training comprises 11-weekly teaching sessions, with an emphasis on practical learning which can be applied directly in the workplace as the course unfolds, followed by a practical assignment (running interactive music-making sessions for a small group of children in the course participant’s early years setting). To read more, download our information leaflet ‘What is Interactive Music-Making?‘ in the sidebar, and resources section below.




Our IMM Film, below, showcases the work of some of our Interactive Music-Makers. Watch it to get a sense of the impact targeted musical interventions can have for vulnerable young children, and how IMM could make a difference at your setting. 











The IMM Awards 




Although our course fees are highly competitive, we are aware that early years settings are facing unprecedented challenges to funding.  In response to feedback from our network, we developed the IMM Award Scheme, covering the cost of the course, instruments and contribution to cover/travel, in 2017. If you’re interested in finding out more about the IMM Awards, download our Award Scheme Leaflet in the Resource section, at the end of this page. Please note, settings can apply for up to one Award each, regardless of how many practitioners apply from one setting.  




How to Apply




Applications for our 2023/2024 programme have now closed.




The course runs annually from September and applications for next year’s 2024/2025 programme will open in May 2024. Sign up to our IMM Mailing list below to receive updates and further information.




For Managers 




We appreciate that managers of services for Under 5s need to know that a new approach will add to their staff’s skills in a way that is truly meaningful for the children in their care. Use the Resources section below to read about how IMM links to OFSTED Principles, and here for the relevance of IMM to Sustained Shared Thinking and Emotional Wellbeing. 




For Interactive Music-Makers: Support and Resources 




We know that the IMM Course leaves you inspired and excited to run music sessions, but sometimes you need help to keep them going. Our Motivation Programme provides trained Interactive Music-Makers with a support framework to keep your sessions going – for as long as you need it. Read the Motivation Programme for Interactive Music-Makers resource at the bottom of this page to find out more. Access all of our early years resources, from activity books and ideas, evidence bases, in the Resource section below. Or email us to find out when our next CPD Event is taking place (these are offered termly).




Contact Us




If you are interested to learn more please do send us an email. Sign up to our mailing list below for reminders and information about the course.




                

                        Email Address(Required) 

Name
                            
                            
                                                    
                                                    First
                                                
                            
                            
                                                    
                                                    Last
                                                
                            
                        

Where in the UK are you located?London
South East
South West
Midlands
North East
North West
Wales
Scotland
Northern Ireland



How did you hear about IMM?My manager
My colleague did the training
Word of mouth
Social media
An article
The Music as Therapy International website
Other



What is your role?Manager
Early Years Practitioner
Teacher
Teaching Assistant/Pupil Support Assistant
Parent
Music student
Independant Practitioner
Other
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[image: ]What is IMM?
A short guide explaining the theory, practice and practical requirements involved in IMM training. 

Find out more
[image: ]Endorsements
Read more about our endorsements over the years and to celebrate the achievements of the Course and its Interactive Music-Makers.
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				View all related resources


			
				
			Information booklet
	pdf

What is Interactive Music-Making?
A guide to our structured early years training programme, Interactive Music-Making, with information on our bursary Award Scheme for Early Years settings.

			Children
	Disability
	Caregivers



	
	
	
			Information booklet
	pdf

Interactive Music-Making: Award Scheme Leaflet
A guide for Interactive Music-Making applicants on the Award Scheme bursaries. 

			Children



	
	
	
			Information booklet
	pdf

Interactive Music-Making: Training Information Leaflet
A short guide to our Interactive Music-Making Training Course for early years managers and practitioners. 

			Children
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	Introductory training, Sustainability

Carolyn’s Story
United Kingdom
Carolyn’s story demonstrates the perseverance and adaptability of our partners. It is proof of the continuing relevance of music in Early Years education in the face of adversity, with marked results for caregivers and the children they care for.

			Children
	Disability



	
	
	
		
	Introductory training

Structured training in the context of Covid-19
United Kingdom
Our Structured Training course for the Early years is delivered in partnership with Oxleas Music Therapy Service. In 2019-20, as it was mid-delivery, participants were confronted with navigating their learning in the uncharted waters of a global pandemic.
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	Sustainability, Introductory training

Kheeima’s Story
United Kingdom
Kheeima demonstrates how you can build on your introductory training to create a much wider impact, and truly sustainable music, by utilising the support on offer from MasT – particularly during the most difficult of circumstances, the pandemic. 
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	News
	4 March 2024
	

An update from our Interactive Music-Making students
United Kingdom
Alexia reflects on her recent visits to early years settings across London, supporting our Interactive Music-Making students mid-way through their Practical Assignments.
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	News
	17 November 2023
	

Meet our 2023 Interactive Music-Making students!
United Kingdom
Seven early years practitioners from nursery settings across London are participating in our Interactive Music-Making training this year, getting prepared for the start of their Practical Assignments in the new year.
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	Blog
	5 October 2023
	Elsa Hariades

Interactive Music-Making: The launch of our Associate model of delivery
United Kingdom
As we enter the second year of our Associate model, it seems an opportune moment to reflect on how this is impacting Interactive Music-Making and how we envisage the course developing in future.
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							Mowll Street Business Centre

11 Mowll Street

London SW9 6BG						


						020 7735 3231


						Our contact form
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						Join our mailing list


						Stay up to date with the latest news by subscribing to our ‘Key Notes’ newsletter.
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